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Hteve Swensan, larmerly of Norh Conwiay, now of Exeter, and a moving force in the deselopment of the MYV Rec Path, hl'r.ll.lul'lt hies own shavel tn the groundbreaking of the path
at Cranmare last Wednesday, The Rec Path is one of many community-buillt and maintained owtdoor recreation faciliies happening in our area. (RAGHEL SHARPLES PHOTO)
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Winding road to MWV Rec Path ﬁnally ends in smiles

By Tom Easmman
Ik LEPAAY TIAEY HIH

CONWAY — The fuct thut more than 50 people
came out for the MWY Trails Association’s 2.9-
mile paved North Conway Multi-use Alternustive
Transportation Recrcation Path groundbreaking
CETEMONY serves a5 testament to the power of com-
mumnity and love of the greal ouldoons shared by just
about evervone who makes the Mount Washington
YVaulley their home.

Held Mov. 3 at the northern terminua of the anon-
to-be built paved trail — near the new hotel poing up
al Crunmore Mountuin Hesort — the joy und relief
expresaed hy those who apoke could not be damp-
ened by the light rain that oecasionally fell.

The trail — tn extend south alongside the east
side of the Morth-Bouth Road to lemloek Lane near
Walmart — has been 13 years in the making.

Serving as master of ceremaonies was MWV Trails
Aszociation President Chria Meier, who works 8z an
attorney at Cooper Cargill Chant in Morth Conway.

Meier said the Morth Conway section will be part
of the larger and extended rec path that he enwvi-
sions eowld somedoy go om Bartletl Lo Pryeburg,
Maine, and possibly 2outh to Madison,

T like to look around thia proup today and say,
‘Look at how many people 2tepped up to make this
happen,™ said Meier, after thanking all of the parties
involved, including foemer North Conway resident and
rec path vigionary Steve Swenzon. The retired school
puvehologist nod wavid vutdoors enthusinst now lives
in Exeter with his retired mugic teacher wife Sally
Swenson, who also attended the coremonies.

“Thank vou, and il s very exciling w see all the
progress you have made,” said Steve.

Selected v peneral controctor for the projpect was
A Coleman and Son of Conway, which zubmitted a
Lowr bad of 82,6 mullion for construction.

According Lo Mejer, the estimated overall 23,5 mil-
lion project can start immediately, with a scheduled
completion date of June 2023,

Howrever, he aaid, “if all poes aceording to plan, we
could be done by November of next year”

Meier gaid it had heen a eallahorative effort by the
MWV Trails Association working with many others,
“I think the first step waa selecting the corridor, and
I malute (Executive Councilor) Joe Kenney of Dhs-
trict 1 for movring thiz forward .. 1 alsoeredit Mount
Cranmore and the town of Conway for joining the
effort to pet this path done.

“We then needed funding,” he continued. *Chur fed-
eral delegation all helped ua. Then we were ahle to
mateh that through local funding. Then we got our
local eommunity inwvolved, with our first major donor
being Joe Berry {of River Run Cos, j,

“Ted and Sharon Wroblewslki chaired the capi-
lal campaign, amd we got that done in o yeor”™ said

MOUNTAIN VALLEY MALL CINEMA 7
32 MT. VALLEY BLVD. 603-356-6703

OPEN WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY

CLIFFCHRD: THE BIG RED DOG  THE FREMCH DISPATCH =]
[PEH 12-5, -0, &:45 12:30, 4408, 700

ETERMALS [PC-13| MO TIME TD DEE [PG-13]
T2 12:40, 345, 40, 1200, 350, 710
700, T WEMOMA: LET THERE BE
DAMME [PT-13] CARMNAGE [FG-13]
12:20, 3:35, 79035 100,40, 705

Showfimes for Saturday & Sunday, Mov, 13 & 14, 2021

=\

Diggers ot the MWV Rec Path groumdbreaking ceremony a1 Granmaore on Wednesday mclude [feom lef) Chris Meser, Noah Coleman, Burr
Phillips, Tim Scott, Josh Medllister, Dave Weathars, Joa Kanney, Steve Swenson, Dol Seybold and Jos Bermry. (RACHEL SHARPLES PHOTO)

Meier. The Wroblewskis snd that it akes a valley™
tn get projecta like this done and they saluted all for
their support.

Alzo speaking waz Larry Garland, viee president
of the MWY Trails Asaociation and chair of the
North Conwoay Recrcation Path project, Garlond
of Jackson works az a cartographer by the Appala-
chean Mounlmn Club.

“Woeve lived long enough to see it happen,” joked
Garland in his opening remurks. “We are here toduay
Lo build g Bee Path — nol just a path from Cran-
muore to Hemlock Lane, but g path to a communaty
that places value vn humen-powered mobility; ws
much value on bike racks and benches as on parking
spaces dnd roundabonats.

“We've begun Loday by breaking ground for o path
forwand," concluded Garland, “a path for all apes and
phalitaes b connect their everyday ives with their com-
munity. It's only 6.5 miles to Fryveburg, Let's dig mn!"

Ao speaking wus Junice Crawlord, executive
director of the MWV Chamber of Commerce,

“This, for the next generation, 15 a huge asset for
nur community. This is another wonderful asset
that brings the outdoor recreational industry in the

valley to the fore,” zaid Crowlord, touting the propect
Az an economic development plus for the valley

Mext to speak hriefly was Executive Councilor
Kenney (B-Wakefield), who proized Meicr, noting,
“Chria, without leaderzhip, this doean't happen...
g0 thank vou ... Thanks to the ederal delegation,
the state [T wi had to kKick the tires a little hit
eurhier in Lhe veuar und we did thul — and thanks to
local leadership and cveryone invelved.”

He wus followed by Chuck Henderson, regnonal
lisison for LS, Sen. Jeanne Shobeen {D-M.H. |, who
read a letter from the state's senior senator, which
suid m purt, “The Rec Palh will eertoinly become o
souree of great pride as a community asaet.”

Victoria Laracy, representing US. Rep. Chris
Pappasz (D-Manchester) also read a letter of congrat-
ulations, as did Bobby Graham, a representative for
5. Sen. Maopgie Hussan (D-MN.H.).

Also taking part in the groundbreaking cere-
mony were: Benoil Lamontagne of Northern Bor-
dera Hegional Commission; Thek Brunelle of the

Pequawket Foundation; Dot Sevbold of the Ilam
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TOP LEFT: Ted and Sharan
VWrobleski chaired the
capital campaign com-
mittee far the MWV Reg
Path and take their turn
at tha podium for the
Mow. 3 groundbreaking

al Cranmongé Mounlain
Rasaort in Morth Conmwey.
TOP RIGHT: Chris Maier,
president of the Mount
Washingbon Valley Trails
Basociation, was key in
helping get the Rec Path
approved, funded and
now ready fo ba bull.
BOTTOM LEFT: Larry
Garland, vice president of
the MWV Trails Assacia-
tion, haadad up the rec
path projecl. BOTTOM
RIGHT: Mt Washington
Valley Chamber of Com-
merca Executive Director
Janige Grawhord {flanked
by Maiar) dascribes what
A draw the paved recre-
ation path will ba upan
compbotion. (RAGHEL
SHARPLES PHOTOS)
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REC PATH from pags 2

Foundstion; Joe Berrv of Hiver Tun
Cos., Conway selectmen’s chair Divid
Weathers and Selectman John Col-
buth; Town Engineer Pawl Degli-
Angeli; Kennev, Josh McAllister of
HEER Engineers; Burr Phillips of Civil
Solution, LLO; Tim Seott of Country
Consulting, 8 member of the capital
cumpaipn; Moare Povanl of Northway
Bank, the project’s financing partner;
Swenson and Noah Coleman of gen-
eral contractors ALl Coleman & Son
of Conway.

Mark Butterfield of the Gib-
son-Wondbury Charitahle Foundation
also donated to the effort.

Meier in a follow-up  interniew
proised Kenney for his help to get
granta for the project and who azsisted
the town in working on o solulion
with M.H. Department of Transporta-
tion officials to get the stalled project
unlocked earlier this vear when state
right-of-way guestions arose  about
parlz of the planned paved recre-
ational route”

Kenney, he suid, applied “the politi-
cal pressure that was needed 1o refis-
cus everyone in the state DOT to get
this projecl done,” smd Meer, olso
praising  DeghiAnpell and Conway
selevimen for their lobbying efforts.

Progress had slowed because of a
complication with the defunct Conway
Bypass project, The stale 15 trying to
gell of parcels that were to be used in
the bypass, Meler said Kenney arpued

that hecanse the recreation path is an

Many Flavor , 3

alternate transportation route, the
gtate did not have to pay back the fed-
eral government for the funda it had
used to acquire the bypasa corridor

that iz now o be used for the layout of

the Rec Path.,

Now that the project haz held itz
groundbreaking, Meier and othera
suy they are proud to have geltlen bere
and wil be even even happier when it
opens us o comomunity resource, ot
by the community for the community,

"Thiz project has really brought
people together. This 1= something
that will be used by residents and vis-
itors ulike, both to recreate and us an
alternate way of tronsportation to gel
arvund town,” said Meler.

Looking ahead, he swd the MWV
Trails Association envisions expand-
ing north through Intervale to Bart-
lett; to the trails near Kennett High
in the Pine il Community Forest;
souith to Madizon and east o the Frye-
burg Community Rec Path, which
would 1ovolve wusing in summer the
planked track used by the Mountain
Meadow Spow Riders soowmobile
club in winter

“We work closely with Colin Preece
and the Meadow Hiders and have a
preat relationehip,” said Meier.

The MWY Hee Path Commities was
organized in 2008 by a group of vol-
unteers with the specific miszion to
barilel a multiple-use, non-motorized
recreational trail.

Meier provided a list of funding
reapurces and grants for the proj-
cet oas of Nov, 2, 2021 Congestion

Authentic Indian Cuisine
OPEN FOR TAKE OUT ONLY

Chris Maier pitches the proposed new Morth Comway Recraation Path at a mesting of the MWW Trail
Aszociation hedd at the Eastern Shope inn. (TOM EASTMAN PHIOT]

Mitigation and Air Quality (CALAGH
Federal Grant, £1.6 million; North-
ern Borders Hegional Commission,
F200,000;, Community Development
Fionuoee Authority (stule) lax cred-
its, H240H00; Connie Davis Watson,
S300,000; Ham Foundation, 200,000,
Gibson-Woodbury Charitable Founda-
tion, $100,000; River Run Companies,
100,000; Valley Orginals, $26,000;
RET, 820,000; White Mountain Hotel,
£16,000; MWV Bicycle Club, 514,746,

Alan, Cranmore Mountain Resort,
513,289, White Mountain (il and
Propane, 510,500, Goldberg Founda-

tion, $10,000; Cooper Cargill Chant,
$10,000; Morth Conway Grand Hotel,
$10,000; Badger Realty, $7.500;
Memorial Hospital and Medicsl Staff,
$33,000; und hundreds of other busi-
neas and community member dona-
tions under $3.500.

For more information abnat the
MWV Dec Path, go to mwwrecpath,
org or cull Michelle Crus ul the MWV
Chamber of Commerce at (B0:3) SR6-

6701, Ext. 302,
toméconwaydallysun.com

Reporier Rockel Sharples condrib
tefeed o this repart.,
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